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Harmony in colour

Neustaedter balances drawing and textural experimentation
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Those vmlas and guitars.
you see in Chrissandrz Neus
bright acrylic/multimedi. i
not there hy chance.

€ L winning representation in seven gal-
" leries coast-to-coast—her warm, wel-
“ coming,. largely domestic scenes obvi-
ously forging a strong connectlon w1th
the art-buying market.
“It’s really taken off,” she said. "
*I'm painting -all the time. I'm, reélly
happy and surprised, although I've been
‘working really hard to do it.”

which employ strong, black di
lines raised . with a llqu1d.--
medium, containing areas of bold,
highly textured colours, then sanded
down'to emphasrze the black lines and:

wlth musical compositions—the blacle
lines providing the melody, while the
tones and vivid colours provide the har-
mony. '

“Music and painting overlap a lot,” the
Nanoose Bay resident said.

“It's all about composition and colour
and being tonal and visual at the same
time. Even rhythm has its own appear-.
ance.™ ° 3

Since she dec1ded to make the leap to
paint full time, she has switched priori-
ties. Until a year and a half ago, she was
teaching piano and painting in her spare
time. Now, she plays music only as a
hobby.

She's been staggeringly successful,

~bled in the arts during her years-in Chill-
~iwack Senior Secondarys Fine Arts pro-

Artist’s School in Anzona

streets of Vancouver ;i her m
became a turmng pomt. £2

by a truck that ran ared hght a seriol
head injury led to extended convagles
cence.

“It made me think about Iafe bemg too
short, about leaving something | would
have wanted to do undone when I
passed away, whenever that was.

“I'don’t know if it was a conscious deci-

“The Chilliwack born. Neustaedter dab-

gram, and after graduation she took .
selected pamting classes at Scottsdale e

sion at. ﬂle time. It s always in hlndsrght
that yousee where you've come from,
where ,a' ecnsion has led you

Design._'.where ‘she
‘different media to ¢

r-year-: stay""_
husband Curt ioﬁ d.

‘tecture, admits many.n _he rqoms'are
imaginary, idealized interiors:

She describes her textured yle
product of “pure experimentation L

“We did some renovatlons and we had ::
a left-over bucket of drywal! (mud), so [ :
started experimenting with that; mo
it around with aiaalettekmle :

The outline” style,\ 1.which: shetraces %
over her original: pencil _d!’awmg with
black-tinted - liquid = plaste :
result -of .a mistake, - sh’e sa:d
quickly corrected herself. '

“There are ne_mlstakes are there‘?

tim llhought I didn’t like what [
decided tosand it off, and-
1 me: semﬁtﬁing else. Any-
oesn‘l work--theres always
n}or it.
ow l sand off the bas:c top layer .

then -

4 hc and stays much lhe same, ‘but
€rneath is-the black and that does

it 'has led: her into more experimenta-
tion with the effect of layered colours -
revealed through sanding.

“l see more of my art heading in that
direction, continuing with texture and .
building that up; adding more or differ- -
ent elements, possibly.”



